2007 Jicarilla Ice Fishing Derby

A few friends and myself attended the Jicarilla ice-fishing tournament, the weather was outstanding and the experience was even greater. There’s something about an ice fisherman that sets themselves apart from other anglers, good friendly people and a tolerance to cold weather that is only understood through experience. 

The tournament was open fishing at three lakes, Horse, Mundo, and Stone Lake. There was a great turnout with over 100 people fishing as contestants. We decided to go after numbers at Mundo Lake, which later proved to be a mistake. I had never fished Mundo before but the previous two weeks at Horse without catching many fish we thought that going for numbers was the way to go. We didn’t catch the numbers we were looking for at all but I did land my first Largemouth Bass through the ice! 

The tournament lasted 8 hours and at 4:30 everyone was crowded around the weigh-in table. The majority of anglers who fished Stone Lake all caught at least one nice fish within the first hour. Some nice fish were being weighed in and then a gentleman came up with 7 fish at a total of 25 lbs. I never got his name but I would like to congratulate him on a fine stringer. He took first place in the adult division and won a brand new gas powered auger, the door prizes were nice and the raffle prizes were even better. A friend of mine won a waterfowl hunt on the Jicarilla reservation, one gentleman won a Turkey hunt, and two people won a Jicarilla fishing permit for 2007. It was allot of fun and I would like to thank Kevin Terry and the Jicarilla Department of Game and Fish for putting on a great tournament. I look forward to another next year!
You can see more pictures from the tournament on the Jicarilla website.
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